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1. What does “intervention strategy” mean? 

"Intervention strategy" means a strategy in a multi-tiered 
system of supports that is above the level 

of instruction generally used in that system with all children 
(i.e. high yield general education classroom 

instruction). The term includes Response to Intervention (RtI) 
and other early intervening strategies. 
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2. A parent has legal access to all written records that a school 
district has concerning the parent’s child. What is included?

Written records include, but may not be limited to, the following: 

(1) attendance records; 

(2) test scores; 

(3) grades; 

(4) disciplinary records; 

(5) counseling records; 

(6) psychological records; 

(7) applications for admission; 

(8) health and immunization information; 

(9) teacher and school counselor evaluations; 

(10) reports of behavioral patterns; and 

(11) records relating to assistance provided for learning difficulties, including information collected regarding any 
intervention strategies used with the child. 
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3. What is the Texas Education Agency required to provide to 
school districts? 

The Agency must provide a written explanation of the options and 
requirements for providing assistance to students who have learning 
difficulties or who need or may need special education. The explanation must 
state that a parent is entitled at any time to request an evaluation of the 
parent’s child for special education services or for aids, accommodations, or 
services under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Each school year, each 
district must provide the written explanation to a parent of each district 
student by including the explanation in the student handbook or by another 
means. The Agency has posted the Student Handbook Statement to the 
Special Education in Texas website.
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4. What kind of parental notice does SB 1153 require? 

Each school year, each school district must notify a parent of each child who receives assistance from the school 
district for learning difficulties, including intervention strategies that the school district provides to the child. This 
notice does not apply to parents of children enrolled in the district’s special education program. 

The notice must be provided when the child begins to receive the assistance for that school year. The notice must be 
written in English or, to the extent practicable, the parent’s native language. The notice must include: 

(1) a reasonable description of the assistance that may be provided to the child, including any intervention strategies 
that may be used; 

(2) information collected regarding any intervention in the base tier of a multi-tiered system of supports that has 
previously been used with the child; 

(3) an estimate of the duration for which the assistance, including through the use of intervention strategies, will be 
provided; 

(4) the estimated time frames within which a report on the child’s progress with the assistance, including any 
intervention strategies used, will be provided to the parent; and 

(5) a copy of the Student Handbook Statement. 
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5. When and by whom will this notice be provided? 

The notice must be provided when the child begins to 
receive the assistance for that school year. Who provides 
the notice and how the notice is provided are at each 
school district or charter school’s discretion.
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6. Will the Texas Education Agency create a sample letter to send out 
to parents for notification?

Yes.
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7. Are school districts required to establish a process for 
entering and exiting RtI? 

If a district has an RtI process in place, then the school district must 
notify the parent of each child who receives assistance from the 
school district for learning difficulties that is above the level of 
instruction generally used in that system with all children. In order 
to do this, the school district must have criteria for entering and 
exiting RtI.
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8. What are the PEIMS requirements? 

Each school district and open-enrollment charter school must annually report through the 
Public Education Information Management System the total number of students enrolled in 
the district or school with whom the district or school, as applicable, used intervention 
strategies (as defined above) at any time during the year for which the report is made. 

Separately, each school district and open-enrollment charter school must annually report 
through the Public Education Information Management System the total number of students 
enrolled in the district or school to whom the district or school provided aids, 
accommodations, or services under Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 
794), at any time during the year for which the report is made. 

TEA will maintain the information collected above. 

PEIMS submissions will begin in 2018-19. Information will be provided as it becomes available. 
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9. Do the requirements in SB 1153 also apply to charter schools? 

Yes.
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Region One Education Service Center 

Contacts

Dr. Eduardo Cancino, Deputy Director

Division of Instructional, School Improvement and College Readiness Support 

ecancino@esc1.net

Dr. Belinda S. Gorena, Administrator

Office of School Improvement, Accountability and Compliance

bgorena@esc1.net

Todd Larson, Director of Special Education Programs

tlarson@esc1.net

Dr. Jannette Reyes, Education Specialist 

jreyes@esc1.net
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SB 1153—Frequently Asked Questions 

October 2017 

1. What does “intervention strategy” mean? 
"Intervention strategy" means a strategy in a multi-tiered system of supports that is above the level 
of instruction generally used in that system with all children (i.e.  high yield general education 
classroom 
instruction). The term includes Response to Intervention (RtI) and other early intervening strategies. 

2. A parent has legal access to all written records that a school district has concerning the parent’s 
child.  What is included? 
Written records include, but may not be limited to, the following: 

(1) attendance records; 
(2) test scores; 
(3) grades; 
(4) disciplinary records; 
(5) counseling records; 
(6) psychological records; 
(7) applications for admission; 
(8) health and immunization information; 
(9) teacher and school counselor evaluations; 
(10)   reports of behavioral patterns; and 
(11)  records relating to assistance provided for learning difficulties, including information 

collected regarding any intervention strategies used with the child. 
 
3. What is the Texas Education Agency required to provide to school districts? 

The Agency must provide a written explanation of the options and requirements for providing 
assistance to students who have learning difficulties or who need or may need special education. The 
explanation must state that a parent is entitled at any time to request an evaluation of the parent’s 
child for special education services or for aids, accommodations, or services under Section 504, 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Each school year, each district must provide the written explanation to a 
parent of each district student by including the explanation in the student handbook or by another 
means. The Agency has posted the Student Handbook Statement to the Special Education in Texas 
website. This statement is available in HTML (English | Spanish) or as a Word document (English | 
Spanish).  
 
 
 

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147499633&libID=2147499630
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147499634&libID=2147499631
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500270&libID=2147500267
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500271&libID=2147500268
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4. What kind of parental notice does SB 1153 require? 
Each school year, each school district must notify a parent of each child who receives assistance from 
the school district for learning difficulties, including intervention strategies that the school district 
provides to the child.  This notice does not apply to parents of children enrolled in the district’s 
special education program. 
 
The notice must be provided when the child begins to receive the assistance for that school year.  The 
notice must be written in English or, to the extent practicable, the parent’s native language.  The 
notice must include: 
(1) a reasonable description of the assistance that may be provided to the child, including any 

intervention strategies that may be used; 
(2) information collected regarding any intervention in the base tier of a multi-tiered system of 

supports that has previously been used with the child; 
(3) an estimate of the duration for which the assistance, including through the use of intervention 

strategies, will be provided; 
(4) the estimated time frames within which a report on the child’s progress with the assistance, 

including any intervention strategies used, will be provided to the parent; and  
(5) a copy of the Student Handbook Statement. This statement is available in HTML (English | 

Spanish) or as a Word document (English | Spanish). 
 
5. When and by whom will this notice be provided? 

The notice must be provided when the child begins to receive the assistance for that school year.  
Who provides the notice and how the notice is provided are at each school district or charter school’s 
discretion.   
 

6. Will the Texas Education Agency create a sample letter to send out to parents for notification? 
Yes. 
 

7. Are school districts required to establish a process for entering and exiting RtI? 
If a district has an RtI process in place, then the school district must notify the parent of each child 
who receives assistance from the school district for learning difficulties that is above the level of 
instruction generally used in that system with all children. In order to do this, the school district must 
have criteria for entering and exiting RtI. 
 

8. What are the PEIMS requirements? 
Each school district and open-enrollment charter school must annually report through the Public 
Education Information Management System the total number of students enrolled in the district or 

https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147499633&libID=2147499630
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147499634&libID=2147499631
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500270&libID=2147500267
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500271&libID=2147500268
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school with whom the district or school, as applicable, used intervention strategies (as defined 
above) at any time during the year for which the report is made.  
 
Separately, each school district and open-enrollment charter school must annually report through 
the Public Education Information Management System the total number of students enrolled in the 
district or school to whom the district or school provided aids, accommodations, or services under 
Section 504, Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. Section 794), at any time during the year for which 
the report is made.   
 
TEA will maintain the information collected above.   
 
PEIMS submissions will begin in 2018-19. Information will be provided as it becomes available. 
 

9. Do the requirements in SB 1153 also apply to charter schools? 
Yes. 
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Notice of Interventions 
 

Date:      
 
Dear      : 

 

During this school year, your child has been provided with high-quality instruction in the 

general education classroom.  Additionally, your child has received the following 

instructional supports this school year:      .      

Based on your child’s needs, she or he will be receiving additional support in       

through the Response to Intervention (RtI) process, which provides targeted 

interventions in your child’s areas of need. It is anticipated that the following specific 

interventions will benefit your child:      .   

The duration of the interventions will be      .   

The time frame in which you will receive a report on your child’s progress and the 

intervention strategies used with your child will be      .  

 

If you need more specific information, please contact me at      .  If you have 

questions regarding the RtI program, please contact       at      . 

 

Sincerely, 

_____________________________ 
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Aiding Students Who Have Learning Difficulties or Who Need Special Education 
or Section 504 Services  

For those students who are having difficulty in the regular classroom, all school districts 
and open enrollment charter schools must consider tutorial, compensatory, and other 
academic or behavior support services that are available to all students, including a 

process based on Response to Intervention (RtI). The implementation of RtI has the 
potential to have a positive impact on the ability of districts and charter schools to meet 
the needs of all struggling students. 

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the 

individual(s) listed below to learn about the school’s overall general education referral or 
screening system for support services. This system links students to a variety of support 
options, including making a referral for a special education evaluation or for a Section 

504 evaluation to determine if the student needs specific aids, accommodations, or 
services.  A parent may request an evaluation for special education or Section 504 
services at any time. 

Special Education Referrals: 
If a parent makes a written request for an initial evaluation for special education 
services to the director of special education services or an administrative employee of 

the school district or open enrollment charter school, the district or charter school must 
respond no later than 15 school days after receiving the request. At that time, the district 
or charter school must give the parent a prior written notice of whether it agrees to or 

refuses to evaluate the student, along with a copy of the Notice of Procedural 
Safeguards.  If the school district or charter school agrees to evaluate the student, it 
must also give the parent the opportunity to give written consent for the evaluation. 

 
If the district or charter school decides to evaluate the student, it must complete the 
student’s initial evaluation and evaluation report no later than 45 school days from the 

day it receives a parent’s written consent to evaluate the student.  However, if the 
student is absent from school during the evaluation period for three or more school 
days, the evaluation period will be extended by the number of school days equal to the 

number of school days that the student is absent.  
 
There is an exception to the 45-school-day timeline.  If a district or charter school 

receives a parent’s consent for the initial evaluation at least 35 but less than 45 school 
days before the last instructional day of the school year, it must complete the written 
report and provide a copy of the report to the parent by June 30 of that year. However, if 

the student is absent from school for three or more days during the evaluation period, 
the June 30th due date no longer applies. Instead, the general timeline of 45 school 
days plus extensions for absences of three or more days will apply. 

 
Upon completing the evaluation, the district or charter school must give the parent a 
copy of the evaluation report at no cost. 
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Additional information regarding special education is available from the district or 
charter school in a companion document titled Parent’s Guide to the Admission, 

Review, and Dismissal Process.   

Contact Person for Special Education Referrals: 
The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning 

difficulties or regarding a referral for evaluation for special education services is:  

Contact Person: 

Phone Number: 

Section 504 Referrals: 

Each school district or charter school must have standards and procedures in place for 
the evaluation and placement of students in the district’s or charter school’s Section 504 
program. Districts and charter schools must also implement a system of procedural 

safeguards that includes notice, an opportunity for a parent or guardian to examine 
relevant records, an impartial hearing with an opportunity for participation by the parent 
or guardian and representation by counsel, and a review procedure. 

 
Contact Person for Section 504 Referrals: 
The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning 

difficulties or regarding a referral for evaluation for Section 504 services is: 

Contact Person: 

Phone Number: 

Additional Information: 

The following websites provide information and resources for students with disabilities 
and their families. 

• Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process 
• Partners Resource Network 

• Special Education Information Center 
• Texas Project First 

 

 

http://framework.esc18.net/display/Webforms/LandingPage.aspx
http://framework.esc18.net/display/Webforms/LandingPage.aspx
http://www.partnerstx.org/
http://www.spedtex.org/
http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/


SB 1153 

UPDATES 

RESPONSE TO 

INTERVENTION 

AND 

PARENT’S RIGHTS 

 

Session Description 

This meeting is conducted via ZOOM (online webinar). The basics of SB 

1153 related to parental rights and information regarding certain 

intervention strategies used with public school students will be shared. This 

session includes a brief overview of the law, explanation of the handbook 

statement, sample notice of interventions to parents, and the frequently 

asked questions document from the Texas Education Agency.  

As per SB 1153, there are non-negotiables and options for school districts. 

This session will provide information to help you distinguish between the 

two. NOTE: This session is intended to disseminate the information as it is 

CURRENTLY available from the TEA. There will be district level decisions 

that will need to be made and this session will not provide those 

directives to you.  However, "best practices" may be recommended by 

the presenter.  

For more information, see the Texas Education Agency RTI website: 

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_E

ducation/Programs_and_Services/Response_to_Intervention/  

 

 
NO FEE – Via Zoom               
(webinar) system – limited to 75 

participants per session, 1.5 CPE Credits 

For information contact:                    
Dr. Jannette Reyes 

jreyes@esc1.net 
956-984-6175 
 

Dates and Times (repeat sessions): 
Workshop 77308,  

December 8, 2017; 9 am to 10:30 am 

Workshop 77309 

December 8, 2017; 1 pm to 2:30 pm 

Workshop 77310 

December 19, 2017; 9 am to 10:30 am 

Workshop 77316 

January 11, 2018; 11 am to 12:30 pm 
 

 
Register at: https://apps.esc1.net/ProfessionalDevelopment/  

 

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Education/Programs_and_Services/Response_to_Intervention/
https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Special_Student_Populations/Special_Education/Programs_and_Services/Response_to_Intervention/
https://apps.esc1.net/ProfessionalDevelopment/
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